
Experimenting with Flower Shapes
Simple flower shapes are easy to make in illustrator. First decide how many 
sides you wish to have; this will determine the petal count. Go to the top menu, 
Select Effect > Distort and Transform > Pucker and Bloat.

 

This is the shape at 42% bloat. This with some other modified shapes can give very 
interesting design results. Here is the same shape modified with a 200% Pucker and 
placed over the original petal shaped form. This gives you a little tastes of some of the 
things you can do with the Pucker side of the Pucker and Bloat tool. This can be used 
to create the centers of the flowers.



Here is another example of the pucker and bloat tool used with layering to give 
us a more complex flower shape. The picture on the left we see the basic 
hexagon used to build our petal shape. Next to it on the right is the bloated 
star shape.

 

When layered we get a shape that rembles a flower, with the start shape looking like 
the stems emerging from the inside of the flower.

Using Your Pen tool to add Anchors and Manipulate Petals



 

We will start with this simple bloat of a hexagon. Then selecting the pen tool, you can 
use this tool to click on any part of that line to place a new anchor. This is when it is 
important to remember to Expand Appearance so that you are selecting the correct 
line. 

Pen tool use without Expand Appearance, can be 
used to give the flower a more organic feel to the petal shape if desired.



Pen Tool use after Expand appearance. The petals 
can be moved and curved in any direction you wish. The pen tool will also delete 
anchors.

Now we use the Convert Anchor Point Tool. This tool will change the curved angles into 
sharp angles.

By placing the anchors in the desired locations on the line, we turn the previous 
rounded petal into more of a lotus shape.



I hope everybody can find some useful tips in these tutorials. 

-Lynn


